Preface

It is a matter of pleasure and satisfaction to me that an English
edition of my political reminiscences is being brought out by Vikas
Publishing House.
My narrative appeared serially over a period of three years in the
Tamil fortnightly, Thuglak. It had a wide readership in Tamil
Nadu.
In the first instalment in Thuglak I set forth my position in
venturing to chronicle my political memories. I think it is appropriate
for me to reiterate it at this point:
I shall write about my political experience and lay bare my thoughts
with frankness and sincerity. I shall not try to hide or slant my views.
What I write will be simply one man's viewpoints. Even if my
thoughts cause irritation to some, it should be understood that I
have no interest in purveying propaganda on behalf of anybody.
I have, in my time, carried aloft a party flag. I have had quite a
bit of experience in carrying on propaganda for a party. lam not
engaged in any such activities at this time. What is the reason? If
I explain it right now, what will be left for me in the serial that I have
just begun?
At present I am not involved in any manner or form with politics.
Was there at all a time when I could be said to have had an involve-
ment? That is a different issue. Whatever contact I had with politics,
even as recently as a few months ago, no longer exists now. All that
has happened, all the political speeches that I had made, now belong
to the past. They remain at a distance as memories of the past,
as pleasurable experiences. One thing is quite clear. I am now in a
state where it can truly be said that I have given up politics and poli-
tics has given me up. The Lord has somehow saved me!
The friendship and comradeship that my association with politics,
political leaders, and plain workers brought me were elevating,
pleasant and beneficial. There is no reason whatsoever for me to